The Story About Carroll Shelby, a Cobra Replica with a Bow Tie, Maghen Cotton, and the Carroll Shelby Children’s Foundation, a Legacy of Great Memories and The Gift of Life.





To get right to the point, the Shelby American Cobra is one of the most influential American sports-race cars in history. The fact that it was only in production for about four years (parts of 1962 to 1967) makes its achievements even more remarkable. The true story of the Cobra, however, is Carroll Shelby and a group of talented mechanics and racers in a garage in Venice, California. They took on the world, and they won. Because of Shelby American’s contribution to Ford’s victories at Le Mans with the GT 40, and the Ford-Shelby Mustangs, it is common for car buffs to think of the Cobra as the  “Ford Cobra”. It is the Shelby American Cobra, powered by Ford. Probably, the Shelby team would have been successful regardless of whose engine they used. In fact one of their first choices was indeed the small block Chevy, but GM said no. History is history, however, and Ford fans are rightfully proud of the “Powered by Ford” label on the Cobra. Shelby American went to Europe and won the coveted FIA World Manufacturer’s Championship in 1965,  with Shelby quick to point out that the trophy was engraved “Shelby American”, not AC Cars, and not Ford. Indeed, the Shelby American Cobra is first of all Carroll Shelby’s and second of all, America’s.





Our COBRA Replica, a retired race car, the “COBRA WITH A HEART”, starts it’s second career.


Meet Maghen Michelle Cotton, all of nine years old, and diagnosed at two months old with Ventricular Septal Defect. This vivacious and energetic little girl has volunteered her time to work with “Old 65”, our retired COBRA Replica race car, to help promote public awareness of Childhood Coronary Diseases. 





Since his own Heart Transplant in 1990, Carroll Shelby has used the life so graciously given to him to found the Carroll Shelby Children’s Foundation. This Foundation is dedicated to helping in the research and treatment of Children’s Coronary Diseases. One meeting with young Maghen, and it’s easy to understand why this effort is so important.   





We are delighted to have Maghen on our team. She delights us with her presence, and gives our efforts honor. Our COBRA could not have hoped for a more meaningful retirement!
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“Indeed we are all proud of the SHELBY COBRA, all it has meant to us, but the “COBRA WITH A HEART” is especially rewarding. 


More power and continued success. Kindest personal regards, 


Carroll Shelby” to Art Colley, March 05, 1998


�


Carroll Shelby’s Legacy: Car fans owe Carroll Shelby a lot. A great car, great victories, the best of memories. But there’s much more. Carroll Shelby has overcome obstacles to have his victories. That is why, even with a life so full of achievements, his proudest effort must certainly be  the Carroll Shelby Children’s  Foundation, originally founded as the Shelby Heart Fund, to help give children with Coronary Disease a chance at life. Those children will be his lasting legacy. Our COBRA Replica, “Old 65” is being shown to benefit this legacy, by telling the story, and encouraging you to help. We hope you  will decide to participate.  v80331.9


Note: You may contact the nonprofit Carroll Shelby Children’s Foundation directly at 19021 S. Figueroa St., Gardena, California,  90248, phone (310) 327-5072 


(On the Internet, www.carrollshelby.com).


 Or if you just want to discuss Carroll Shelby, the Cobra years, or the 


She
